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nationalists, encouraged by Stratford Canning, counted on the support of England and France. Palmerston, however, accepting Nessel-rode's assurance that Russia had no intention of annexing the Danu-bian principalities, refused to intervene. By the agreement of Balta-Liman (May 1,1849, N.S.) Russia and Turkey sanctioned the drastic amendment of the constitutions of Moldavia and Wallachia proposed by St. Petersburg. The hospodars, formerly elected for life, were now appointed by the sultan for a term of seven years; consultative bodies nominated ad hoc were substituted for the elective legislative assemblies provided by the earlier constitution. New hospodars were appointed by agreement between Russia and the Porte, and commissioners representing the two Powers exercised joint supervision over the administration of the principalities. Nicholas, however, kept the promise he had given to Palmerston: early in 1851 Russian (and also Turkish) troops were withdrawn from Moldavia and Wallachia.
The easy success of the revolutionary movement in Vienna dealt a rude blow to Nicholas's confidence in his Austrian ally. Replying to a letter in which Metternich, on the eve of his flight to England, announced his resignation, Nicholas wrote on March 23, 1848, "In my opinion with you disappears a whole system of mutual relationships, ideas, interests, and common action." He was particularly alarmed by the failure during the early stage of the revolution of the Austrian authorities to suppress the Polish national movement, which threatened to spread from Galicia to Russian Poland. But, as Nesselrode put it, Russia "cannot allow the downfall of the Austrian monarchy, this is a vital question to us." Nicholas therefore lent to Emperor Ferdinand I financial and diplomatic support in his struggle with the insurgent Italian provinces and was gratified by the decisive defeat inflicted by the Austrian field marshal Count Joseph Radetzky on Charles Albert, king of Sardinia, who headed the Italian forces (battle of Custozza, July 25, 1848, N.S.). Austria's control of Lombardy was secured, and she was soon to restore her dominion over the entire north of Italy. Just as pleasing to St. Petersburg was the suppression of the Czech revolution after the bombardment of Prague by Field Marshal Prince Alfred Windischgratz (June, 1848). Reaction was, indeed, making rapid progress in the Hapsburg Monarchy. On October 31, N.S., Windischgratz recaptured Vienna, which had been held for three weeks by the revolutionaries, a conservative government, headed by Prince Felix Schwarzenberg took office, the feeble-minded Emperor